A   GOOD   COMPANION
to the Sette ^ wrote an interesting paper on "Richard
Wagner and Der Ring des Nibelungen" (No, 58), and
of this Lane produced and presented 249 copies to the
Sette^ on the 26th of May, 1908.
'Finally, he bore all the cost of producing Brother
Keel's Opusculum^ "Music in the Time of Queen Eliza-
beth" (No. 68), read before the Sette on the 24th of
February, 1914. Of this 249 copies were presented by
Brother Lane, and distributed on the 26th of May of
the same year.
'The Sette therefore owes to his munificence four of
its important publications.
'He was a very constant attendant at its meetings, and
introduced a large number of guests. He was the sub-
ject of a great deal of chaff. As soon as an author was
introduced by him after dinner, cries of "Who's his
publisher?" went round the table, but Lane took it all
in very happy fashion, and, far from resenting the chaff
that was unmercifully poured out upon his head, he
appeared to rejoice in it. They were not all authors
whom he brought to the Sette ; there were other notable
people, but his friends invariably believed that he had
literary productions in view from anyone he introduced.
When Mrs. Lane came to the Ladies' Nights, there
were redoubled cries from the Brothers when he an-
nounced that he had brought Mrs. Lane with him, and
that she had recently written some very clever books.
'There was a certain dry humour about the man that
attracted the attention of his companions, and I think I
may say, as one of the oldest members of the Sette^ that
we were always glad to see him. There was a quality
about him that made him a good companion and a
popular one. His humour often disarmed well-merited
criticism.
223

